
Working with Your 
Veterans Affairs Department 



Parks and 
Recreation

Veterans Affairs



 social reconnection

 life-improving change

 inner peace

 psychological healing

Parks and Recreation for Veterans

Photo Credit: Andy Newman/Monroe County Tourist Development Council

Studies find outdoor recreation can help Veterans 
with 



Veteran Mental Health 

2023 National Veteran Suicide Prevention 
Annual Report VA Suicide Prevention Office of Mental Health and Suicide Prevention November 2023



• Wounded Warrior Project Soldier Ride
• Wounded Warrior Project Odyssey 
• Operation Green Light for Veterans
• Veterans Ceremonies and Parades
• Military Ceremonies
• Veterans Memorials
• Purple Heart Recognition Ceremonies
• Task Force Dagger 
• Proclamation Presentations
• County Recreation Center Visits

Teaming Up with Veterans Affairs



Operation Green Light
for Veterans



Wounded Warrior Project Soldier Ride

Video Credit: Andy Newman/Monroe County Tourist Development Council



Wounded Warrior Project Soldier Ride

Video Credit: Andy Newman/Monroe County Tourist Development Council







Veteran

Department of Veterans Affairs 
Adaptive Sports Program

Applicant Information:
https://department.va.gov/veteran‐sports/grant‐program/
Application Submissions:  www.grants.gov 

• Independence
• Well‐being 
• Quality of Life

FY 2024 $14,500,000

• Plan 
• Develop
• Manage
• Implement 

programs

Applicant



Florida State Parks 
25% Pass Discount 
• Current & retired service members
Free Lifetime Membership
• Disabled Veterans 
• Surviving Spouses & Combat Related Gold Star Parents   

National Park Service 
Military Pass 
• Current US military members and their dependents
• Gold Star Families & US military Veterans

Park & Recreation
State & Federal



Monroe County Harry Harris Park 
Park admission fee waived for active‐duty military, 
Veterans, and their immediate family members.



United States Navy - Southeast 
ROCK BAND



United States Navy - Southeast 
ROCK BAND









Rowell’s Waterfront 
Park 

United States Navy - Southeast 
ROCK BAND
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Monroe County
Veterans Affairs Operations 







Service‐related disabilities
Non‐service‐connected pensions
Burial benefits
Survivor’s benefits
Educational and vocational rehabilitation benefits
VA home loans
Appeals of any denied benefit
Board of Veterans Appeals Virtual Hearing Representation

Monetary Benefits:



$74,026,000 FOR FY 2022 IN BENEFITS
MONROE COUNTY VETERANS RECEIVED

*expenditures listed are rounded to the nearest thousand



Application ‐ Issuance – Replacement – Requisition
Military service medals, decorations, and awards
Military service records

Healthcare ‐ Application Assistance & Community Care Guidance 

Documentation assistance in conjunction with the Department of 
Veterans Affairs for:  
Educational benefits & Commissary Privileges

Virtual Services
Zoom HIPAA Compliant Appointments

Board of Veterans Appeal Appointments 
Veterans Health Administration Appointments

Compensation and Pension Exams

Nonmonetary Benefits:



Veterans Transportation 
Program

 Free shuttle ride to and from the Miami VA
 Leaves Key West at 0500 and leaves Miami VA Hospital 

at 1400 for the return ride back to Key West.
Wednesday thru Friday (excluding holidays)
 Veterans Transportation Scheduling (305) 295‐5159 



Key West
Harvey Government Center

1200 Truman Ave. Suite 204
(305) 295-5150

VA Transportation (305) 295-5159

Key Largo
Murray Nelson Gov’t Building

10200 Overseas Highway
(305) 453-8778

MARATHON – Satellite Office
Marathon Branch Public Library

3251 Overseas Highway
305-295-5150 or 305-453-8778



Questions


